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producing en ergy from the energy source: 
creating a reverse thermal gradient, wherein a temperature of the skin surface is less than a 
temperature of the collagen containing tissue; and ; 

delivering a sujfFicient amount of energy through the skin surface to contract at lea^t a portion of 

■ 

the collagen containing tissue [with controlled cell necrosis in the skin surface] to tighten the loose skin 
surface. 


2. (Amended) The method of claim 1, wharam delivering [a fiumcienr amounr af] ^T^ntryv fk 

Q 2^ Helivf^red] inchides delivering a sufficient amount of energy through the loose skin SUrfac^ without 
creating a substantial cell necrosis in the loose skin surface. 


fX (Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein delivering energy includes delivering! RF energv 

from the energy source that^ is an RF energy source. 


1 


(Amended) The method of cl 


wherein positioning the energy delivery jj]irfflce includes 


positioning nn energy delivery su rface of an RF electrode [the energy source includes an RF electrode 
coupled to the RF energy source, the RF electrode including an RF energy delivery surface positionable] 
on the loose skin surface. 


4 


\j/ (Amended) The method of claim <^ further comprifting: [providing] applying electrdlvtic media to 
the loose '=;kin surface from a source of electrolytic media coupled to thfi_RF electrode. 


of claim J-B^wl 


)/. (Amended ) The method of claim j^wherein applying electrolytic media in cludes appl ying [tVie 
electrolytic media is] an electrolytic solution to the loose SK^P surface. 

' J 

(Amended) The method of claim i€C wherein applying electrolytic media includes anolving fthe 
electrolytic media is] an electrolytic gel to the loose skin surfa£^. j 

_i \ 



l/T (Amended) The method of claim 1. wherein delivery energy includes delivering ^ QiifFirient- 
amount of fthe energy source is a ] microwave [source] energy to tiyhten the loose skin sijirface. 


(Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein delivery energy includaa delivering sufficienf 
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amount of F the energy source is a ] ultrasound [source] energy to tighten the Ino^ae skin <iur^c^ 

P ; 

(Amended) The method of claim K wherein delivering energy include;; d eliveringi a sufficient 
amount of energy [is delivered] through the skin surface to partially denature the collagen jcontaining 
tissue by cleaving heat labile cross-links of collagen molecules, 

\\ 

(Amended) The method of claim 1 , [further comprising:] wherein creating a raver|se thermal 
gradient includes providing a cooling medium to cool the loose skin surface. 


(Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein treating a loose ak j n surface overlvin] 
ggptaining tissue site includes contracting a portion of the collagen containing tissue site tkat is in a 
subdermal layer. 

0 (Amended) The method of claim U wherein treating a loose akin surface overlyiny a collflg^.n 

contflining tissue site includes c ontracting a portion of the collagen containing tissue gite that is in a deep 
dermal layer. 

(Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein treating a loose skin surface overlying a collagen 
containing tissue site includes contracting a portion of the collagen containing tissue site that is in a 
subcutaneous dermal layer. 


1^ 


(Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein treating a loose s^jn f^^rface overlyii 

t 

containing tissue site includes contracting a portion of the collagen containing tissue -gite that is [in] facial 
and muscle tissue. 

(Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein delivery eneryv inchides deliver ing sufficient 

I 

amount of energy such that the average temperature of the CoUagCn containing tissue does not exceed 80 
degrees C. 


^ jS^. (Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein delivery energy includes delivering f^ufficient 

I 

amount o f ener g y such that the average temperature of the collagen containing tissue doe? not exceed 75 
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